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Family Newsletter 
Kia ora families and whanau, 

 

Welcome back every one. I trust that you are ready for another action packed 

year full of noteworthy accomplishments in our education mahi tahi. I especially 

welcome all our new enrolments and their whanau.  Also a big Mangakahia wel-

come to our new staff members Adrienne McAvinue (Food tech/Hospitality), Ben 

Douglas (Technology hard materials) and Miringa Silipa (Te Reo).  Miringa has 

been appointed but is obligated to complete her notice at her current school and 

will join us nearer the end of the term. We feel very fortunate to have these 

teachers join our staff as they each have a wealth of experience and expertise 

having worked in a number of Northland schools and beyond.  

 

As you may have deducted Mr Pitiroi, our teacher in charge of Te Reo, resigned 

over the Christmas break having accepted a job back in his home district. Be-

cause of the timing of his departure we have not been able to farewell him appro-

priately. I need in any case to thank him and acknowledge his contribution to our 

Kura. Denton was a great colleague and expert Te Reo Teacher. He was always 

willing to contribute to any and all activities that benefited our learners.  We will 

miss him greatly not only for his fry bread (best ever some say) but also because 

of the aroha that he brought to all his interactions within our Kura. We wish him 

well in his new school. Haere ra e hou  

  

To all our parents and caregivers and especially to those we have yet to meet I 

invite you to become involved in our PPTA or Whanau engagement group or 

both. You are always welcome to contact us to discuss your learner’s needs and 

how best we can meet those needs. Please join our school Facebook page to 

keep up to date with what’s happening at school.  For example our school athlet-

ics on March 10 and Kapa Haka practices in preparation for Tai Tokerau festival.   

  

Our 2019 year NCEA results were very pleasing with our graduating class return-

ing again to the target standard of 100% passing level two NCEA. It is very grati-

fying to see this improvement given the previous year’s slip in performance.  

Many students gained awards for courses that lead to vocational pathways.  An 

excellent effort all round for these students. Well done!  

 

Thank you to all those Parents who made our junior school beach trip possible.  

The students had a great day and represented the school with a great deal of 

mana.  

 

Sadly I need to report that we have been let down badly and as a result have not 

had our pool repaired as anticipated. This is still a goal of the BoT and we are 

working with our consultants to move things along in preparation for the next 

swimming season. 

 

Mr Sean Brickland has been selected as the BoT chairperson for 2020. He is 

keen to engage in conversations that focus on progressing our Kura. He will 

communicate on how best to do that and I encourage you to have an input into 

the priorities of our BoT.   

Ka kite ano 

 
Phil Reynolds  

Principal 

Community & Admin News 
 

BOARD ELECTIONS:  We currently 

have one vacancy for a trustee on the 

Board of Trustees. Voting papers have 

been sent out this week. Voting closes 

at noon on Friday the 6th of March. 

  

HEALTH FORMS:  For students to 

participate in activities such as swim-

ming or class trips/camps we need the 

2020 health forms completed and re-

turned to school as soon as possible.  

All students have received one and 

should have taken them home to be 

completed by a parent or caregiver. 

 

KAPA HAKA TUTOR:  We are 

pleased to share the news that Whaea 

Mereana  has confirmed that she will 

be  available to tutor our senior Kapa 

Haka roopu this year. Please encour-

age your child to participate in this 

worthwhile activity. 

 

ABSENCES:  Please remember to 

contact the school office as soon as 

possible to let us know if your child will 

be absent. 

 

SOCIAL WORKER IN SCHOOLS      

(SWiS): Cam Hill is the school social 

worker, based at the school part of the 

time.  He is available to provide stu-

dent, school & whanau support. He can 

be contacted anytime.                     

cameron.hill@fwn.org.nz                      

021 244 3705 

 

Dates to Remember: 

3 March PTA Meeting 

3 March  Athletics Day 

18 March BoT Meeting 

9 April End of term 

28 April Term 2 begins 



 

TE MANAWA TAHI (Community 

Hub):  Wednesday 18th March 

10am. Waiotomotomo Building next 

to Mangakahia Area School.          

*Opportunity for whanau & commu-

nity members to have their say 

about how we can provide a faster 

more effective & accessible service 

to support children & young people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beach Education Trip 

Mangakahia Area School 

PDC Titoki, Whangarei 0535 

Phone: (09) 433-1702 

E-mail: admin@mangakahia.school.nz  

 www.mangakahia.school.nz 

https://www.facebook.com/ 

mangakahiaareaschool  

Forgive Me Poem  

Inspired by William Williams 

 

I have eaten 

The fried rice and hot chips 

That were in the oven 

And which you were probably      
saving for later 

Forgive me they were so    
magnificent 

So hot 

And so juicy 

 

By Maui Paul   Y8 

Karma 

Karma is a cruel mistress, but she 
plays fair.                                    
Her true form is rarely seen, but 
only for a few seconds.                
You may get lucky the first time, 
but she will become your unknown 
addiction.                                     
Don’t you understand, she is trying 
to help you.                                   
She wants you to realise that you 
are living a life of sin.                   
But you have been taking her for 
granted all this time.                   
She hopes you can find your way 
out, because the next time she is 
watching you, you may need to pay a 
fatal price. 

 

By Jordie Henderson  Y13  

On Friday the 14th of February the primary & link 

students spent the day with the Ruakaka Beach 

Surf Lifesaving Club. The students learned about 

beach and water safety and how to manage 

themselves in a rip. Then they had a tour of the club 

and watch tower. They played games on the sand & 

in the water. They also spent some time boogie 

boarding and learning to catch waves. A huge 

thanks to all the parents for their help on the day.  


